
   

VISITING THE WORLD WAR TWO MEMORIAL 

October I served as a guardian for a trip to Washington D.C. with our Belgian World War II veteran, Mr. Maurice Sperandieu.  
Maurice was 18 years old in 1944 when Belgium was liberated.  After the liberation he joined the Belgian Army, 11th Fusielliers 
(Infantry).  The Belgian soldiers were assigned to either the Canadian, British or American Armies.  Maurice studied languages in 
school and could speak German, Dutch, French and English. He was assigned as an interpreter and served as an interrogator for C. 
Company, 512th Military Police Battalion, 3rd U.S. 
Army—General Patton’s Army.  For the last 33 years Mau-
rice led the organization of an annual “Bastogne Historical 
Walk”.   

The Walk registration fees are donated to veteran support 
groups.  The year 2009 was Mr. Sperandieu’s final year or-
ganizing the walk.  This year he passed the torch of organiz-
ing the annual Walk to the town of Bastogne and the United 
States Army Garrison, Benelux. The weekend of October 
22nd we traveled together to Washington DC to meet a 
group of American veterans participating in an “Honor 
Flight” tour of the WWII memorial.  Maurice, on behalf of 
his fellow Walk organizers and all those who participated on 
the Walk, donated the entirety of the 2009 funds raised 
amounting to $22,285.07 for The Honor Flight Network.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    To learn more about the Honor Flight organization please visit their website:  
www.HonorFlight.org.  Maurice met fellow World War II veterans who also 
served in Belgium during the Battle of The Bulge. We visited the Korean and 
Viet Nam War Memorials. We had a tour of the White House West Wing.  
Sunday morning we visited the Arlington National Cemetery. We witnessed the 
Changing of the Guards and wreath laying ceremonies.  The weekend was full of 
emotions and memories. 
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 During the September meeting, we 
agreed to coordinate with the 317th 
Air Force Veterans Group (317th VG) 
and sign a contract extension for nine 
(9) years with the French Forest De-
partment to maintain a clearing in the 
area of the 1962 U.S. Air Force C-130 
crash site in Evreux, France, which 
has a permanent memorial for the loss 
of fifteen (15) American Airmen.  I 
distributed a package of background 
information including the SEP 23, 
1993 contract signed by Roger J. Lan-
tagne, Paris Post #1; an English trans-
lation of the 1993 contract; a map 
providing the site location; photographs of the memorial which list the names 
of the 15 airmen; and coordinating emails between myself and the 317VG representative, Mr. Bill Lloyd and Major General 
(USAF, Retired, Paris Post #1 Member) Chuck Wilson. Please visit the 317th VG website for more information: 
www.usaf317thvet.org.  September 11th and the sacrifices being made by today’s military service members was remembered 
during several solemn ceremonies in France and Belgium as they are also remembered all over The United States and wherever 
in the world we have the U.S. Flag flying high. 
 
August ceremonies attended by Paris Post #1 include the Liberation of the towns of Epone and Mezeires on 19th.  Our Post 
Chaplain, Mr. Claude Dahan, lives in Epone, France (about 40 minutes West of Paris) and is very active in supporting veteran 
affairs for both French and American military services. Together we’re considering to plan a ceremony for the Liberation of 
Paris on August 25th.   
 
Every July we observe American Independence Day in Paris, remembering the sacrifices of our revolutionary veterans and our 
founding fathers fighting for our rights as documented in the Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution.   
Our ceremonies began at 10am when we laid a wreath at the Lafayette-Washington monument, followed immediately by an-
other wreath laid at the monument of Admiral de Grasse.  
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